
 Information
  on the professional examination

Registration for the examination
Although you may take up to two years to sit the OIIQ 
professional examination in order to meet conditions for the 
issue of your permit, and may resit the examination twice, 
you are required to register for the professional examination 
each time you are notifi ed of the examination.

Preparing for the examination
To help you prepare, we suggest that you consult the 
Professional Examination Preparation Guide of the Ordre des 
infi rmières et infi rmiers du Québec (which may be purchased 
from OIIQ and from student coops at educational 
institutions offering nursing courses). You are also invited 
to examine the acts and regulations governing the nur-
s ing profession, listed on the OIIQ site (oiiq.org), in the 
“Pratique infi rmière” section, under the heading “Cadre 
légal”. You may wish to contact your educational institution 
or your employer, to ask about preparatory workshops for 
the professional examination.

Issuance of a permit
A permit for the practice of the nursing profession is 
issued only once, for the entire length of your career. To 
obtain a permit, you must satisfy the applicable terms and 
conditions, including having a suffi cient knowledge of 
French1 and passing the professional examination of the 
Order. This permit means that you offi cially belong to a 
professional order with more than 73,000 members. To be 
entitled to use the title of nurse, you must also be entered on 
the Roll of the Order and pay the applicable fees.

Failure to sit the examination
Any failure to sit the examination will result in a failing 
mark on the examination, unless you can prove to the Order 
that you cannot sit the examination because of a health 
problem, childbirth, the death of your father, mother, child 
or spouse, or unavoidable circumstances. You must provide 
the Order with a medical certifi cate, a birth certifi cate or a 
death certifi cate if you cannot sit the examination because 
of a health problem, childbirth or a death. 

The Executive Committee may consider enrolment in full-
time university studies (at least 12 credits) in the integrated 
DEC-BAC program, proven to the Committee’s satisfaction, 
a valid excuse for not sitting the professional examination, 
on the fi rst notifi cation of the professional examination. You 
must provide the Committee with an attestation from the 
educational institution. 

If, for any of these reasons, you cannot sit the examination, 
you must check NO on the form and must return it in the 
attached envelope. 

Any candidate who has not registered for the professional 
examination by the registration deadline will receive the 
Request for cancellation of the failure of the professional 
examination form, which she may complete and submit 
with the appropriate proof. 

Following the examination session, any candidate who has 
failed to sit the examination will also receive this form, 
which she may complete and submit with the appropriate 
proof. Candidates who have paid their registration fees but 
do not sit the examination will have their fees refunded, less 
an OIIQ administration charge of $210.40.

The fact that the candidate is sitting another professional 
exami nation besides the OIIQ examination is not a valid 
reason and will result in a failing mark on the Order’s 
professional examination.

Registering under false pretences and plagiarism
Section 13 of the Regulation respecting the terms and conditions 
for the issue of permits by the Ordre des infi rmières et infi rmiers 
du Québec states that “Registration under false pretences, 
fraud, plagiarism, participation in fraud or plagiarism, or 
attempted fraud or plagiarism shall result in the failure of 
the examination, pursuant to the decision of the Board of 
Directors.”

1. Charter of the French Language, CQLR, chapter C-11, articles 35 and 36.

(Français au verso)


