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Candidate for 
 the profession of nursing (CPN)

Defi nition
Anyone holding a diploma entitling her to a permit or to whom 
the Order has granted diploma or training equivalence must, 
before practising as a candidate for the profession of nursing 
(CPN), obtain an attestation from the OIIQ to the effect that 
she is authorized to practise as such.  

To obtain this attestation, send the OIIQ your employer’s 
contact information and complete the other formalities with 
the OIIQ Registrar’s Offi ce.

To perform professional activities, you must have a registration 
certifi cate and obtain an attestation of practice as a CPN.

Practice location
As a CPN, you may perform your professional activities 
only for a centre operated by a public institution or a private 
institution under agreement within the meaning of the Act 
respecting health and social services or the Act respecting 
health services and social services for Cree Native persons. 
Consequently, you may not practise in a residence or private 
clinic. If in doubt, please contact the nurse consultant at 
the OIIQ.

Integration program
You may perform your professional activities if you have completed 
the integration program whose objectives are to:

•  consolidate your knowledge and skills;

• demonstrate your ability to perform professional 
activities;

• become familiar with the institution’s policies and 
directives.

Knowledge required
You must ensure, before performing any professional act, that 
you have the appropriate knowledge and skills; otherwise you 
must refuse to perform the act until you have received the 
necessary training.

Responsibilities of the DN 
The Director of Nursing (DN) assumes responsibility for the 
candidate’s performance of the activities; she identifi es, for 
each candidate, a nurse to whom she may refer throughout 
the performance of her activities so as to facilitate her 
integration into the clinical environment and the consolidation 
of her knowledge.

Supervision
You must practise under the supervision of a nurse who is 
present on the patient care unit1 in question so that the nurse 
is able to intervene rapidly2 with the patient or respond rapidly 
to your requests. You are not authorized to be responsible for 
a patient care unit.

(see reverse)

1.   A patient care unit refers to a sector of clinical activities. However, 
patient care units spread over more than one site are excluded.

2.   To intervene rapidly with a patient, the nurse must be able to assess 
the patient’s condition.



User’s record
You must record your interventions in the patient’s record 
along with your signature, followed by the abbreviation CPN. 

Ethical obligations 
A CPN must perform the professional activities she is allowed 
to perform in compliance with the ethical obligations applicable 
to OIIQ members.

Professional liability insurance offered by the OIIQ 
You are covered by the professional liability insurance subscri-
bed to by the OIIQ for this purpose. 

Loss of status
You are authorized to practise as a CPN until one of the 
following occurs:

1.  You do not pass the professional examination within the 
time period allowed under the Regulation respecting the 
terms and conditions for the issue of permits by the Ordre 
des infi rmières et infi rmiers du Québec.

2.  You fail the professional examination three times. 
3.  More than 30 days have elapsed since the date of issue 

of the OIIQ permit. 
4.   More than four years have elapsed since the fi rst 

professional examination session following the date on 
which you obtained your diploma giving access to an OIIQ 
permit or the date of the decision by the OIIQ granting 
you a diploma equivalence or training equivalence for the 
issue a permit.

You may perform all the activities performed by a nurse 
provided that you meet the practice conditions described in 
the Regulation respecting the professional activities which 
may be performed by persons other than nurses3.

However, the activities described below may not be performed 
by a CPN holding a college diploma. 

Nevertheless, a CPN holding a university diploma may 
perform the activities described in points 2, 3 and 10.  

  1.  Activities involving a person about to give birth. 
2.  Activities involving a client whose state of health is in a 

critical phase or who requires frequent adjustments.
3. Community health activities.

  4.  Initiating diagnostic and therapeutic measures, according 
to a prescription.

  5.  Initiating diagnostic measures for the purposes of 
a screening operation under the Public Health Act 
(CQLR, chapter S-2.2).

  6.  Determining the treatment plan for wounds and 
alterations of the skin and integuments.

  7.  Performing vaccinations as part of a vaccination opera-
tion under the Public Health Act (CQLR, chapter S-2.2)4.

  8.  Making decisions as to the use of restraint measures.
  9.  Making decisions as to the use of isolation measures 

under the Act respecting health services and social 
services (chapter S-4.2) and the Act respecting health 
services and social services for Cree Native persons 
(chapter S-5).

10.  Assessing a child not yet admissible to preschool 
education who shows signs of developmental delay, 
in order to determine the rehabilitation and adjustment 
services required.

11.  Adjusting the therapeutic nursing plan for all of the 
above activities. 

For further information regarding professional activities:
oiiq.org, Admission à la profession section
in� rmiere-conseil@oiiq.org
514 935-2501 or 1 800 363-6048, extension 296

For information regarding CPN status:
etudiants-br@oiiq.org
514 935-2501, option 2 or 1 800 363-6048, option 2
Fax: 514 935-9401

Professional activities

You may perform all the activities performed by a nurse 

Professional activities

3.  The Regulation respecting the professional activities which may be 
performed by persons other than nurses (CQLR, chapter I-8, r.2)

4.  The candidate may contribute to (but not carry out) vaccinations 
as part of a vaccination operation under the Public Health Act, 
regardless of her level of training.


